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Contacts between Scandinavia and Byzantium are well attested by coin hoards, dated to the late 
10th and early 11th centuries. 1 Other artefact types suggest a much later connection with the 
Empire, with a peak from late 11th to late 12th century. We can discern a first Varangian mercenary 
phase and a second phase based on exchange, overlapping from mid-11th century.2 The later contacts 
show not so much a constant interest for Byzantium as a strong affiliation to Kievan Rus’. However, 
in the High Middle Ages, Byzantium was important as model for social display in both regions.  

Consumption patterns in Sigtuna coalesced with those in Kievan Rus’. This is also seen in the 
imported ceramics. Byzantine and Islamic wares can be found in Sigtuna, as they are in Novgorod and 
its Hinterland and even further to the northeast, displaying a Mediterranean wine consumption 
tradition in the North.3  

To understand the trade connections with higher resolution, chemical analyses were undertaken on 
different categories of wares (amphorae, common ware, table ware), found in layers dated back to 
the 11th to 13th centuries and suspected to belong to Günsenin 1 or 34 types (amphorae) and to 
Byzantine White Ware5 (table ware). Samples were investigated by chemical analysis in the 
"Laboratoire de Céramologie" in Lyon to check this hypothesis. Analyses support a Byzantine origin 
for most of the amphorae samples, which are likely to belong to productions of Günsenin 1 and 2. 
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Comparison of table ware, previously analysed in England by the late Alan Vince, with the large 
corpus of chemical data available in Lyon on Byzantine White Ware6 is currently under way. 

The Islamic wares are incised and glazed, with an expected origin in production centres in Fustat or 
Damascus.7 In Sigtuna, they are found in deposits dated to the late 11th and 12th centuries. As the 
Byzantine wares, they probably came through the Rus’ trade network. 
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